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This mammoth work must surely rank as the
most comprehensive review of its subject to date.
It runs to over 3 % kg, 704 pages, more than 1500
photos and 2000 bibliographic references. The
introduction alone, including dichotomous keys to
genera and species, occupies a hundred pages.
This is an epic work in every sense. Even more so
when we remember that this is only volume one,
with a second somewhat smaller volume promised.
Here, 62 species and 36 forms or varieties in 17
genera are dealt with. These are all the larger red-
and yellow-pored genera: Butyriboletus, Boletus s.
str., Caloboletus, Cupreoboletus, Cyanoboletus,
Imperator, Neoboletus, Rubroboletus and
Suillellus, also Lanmaoa, Leccinum, Leccinellum,
Porphyrellus, Strobilomyces, Tylopilus and two
further genera unknown in Britain.

To give an idea of the coverage of this
sumptuous work look no further than the entry for
Boletus edulis, which spreads lavishly over no less
than 20 pages! It includes comprehensive text,
well laid out under separate headings. Each entry
starts with an extensive description of both macro
and micro details, then edibility, ecology,
distribution (including map), affinities (similar
species), occasionally additional information on
variability, and finally notes. We are also treated
to literally dozens of excellent high-quality
photographs depicting the fungus in all stages of
development in different kinds of habitats, in all

kinds of colour forms and varieties, plus photos of
microscopic features such as spores. This is a 'no
stone left unturned' approach. Take for example
the entry for Neoboletus praestigiator f.
pseudosulphureus, basically just a yellow-capped
form of what was once Boletus erythropus. In most
books it would barely get a mention, if any at all.
Yet here, even for this obscure colour form, we are
treated to an amazing range of 64 fruitbodies in 16
photos spread over eight pages. There is never
going to be a better way to understand the
variability and look of a species than by flicking
through the pages of this book. Most collectors
could walk around for an entire mycological
lifetime and never manage to see such a diversity
of species in such an array of different guises.

For each entry there is an extensive list of
synonyms, sometime half a page's worth -
nomenclatural research appears to have been
thorough. As with all new publications, we are
exposed to the latest opinions on the correct names
to use. The relatively unfamiliar name Neoboletus
praestigiator is used here (as in Geoffrey Kibby’s
Mushrooms and Toadstools of Britain and Europe,
Volume 1, published in 2017), for what older
readers will have known as Boletus erythropus
and then later as B. luridiformis. It is also
suggested that we revert to Leccinum rufum just
when we were getting used to using L.
albostipitatum, and to L. aurantiacum instead of
L. quercinum. Boletus aestivalis is preferred over
B. reticulatus. No wonder the ecologist Ted Green
refers to mycologists as "the name changers".

In a short review, it is impossible to fully convey
the vast scope and coverage of this impressive
book. It is traditional to try and have a balance of
pros and cons, but scrambling around for any cons
to this book becomes rather a churlish exercise.
With the provisos that you will need to have both
the strength to lift a nearly 4 kg book and £98 in
ready cash, if you are truly interested in Boletus,
this is a must have.

In the preface, the authors suggest this book
may become an indispensable tool for the study of
European boletes, but such is the breadth and
depth of this monumental work it is likely to
become the only tool that will be needed, for years
to come. They boldly claim that they aim to
provide the most complete and updated overview
of European boletes, summarising all current
knowledge, and after a considered viewing of this
book, it would be hard to imagine anybody who
could possibly disagree with them.

Mario Tortelli
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depression, skghtly thick-walled, with yellowish to yell

Description
ochre als in ater Basidia: 0-40(-50) x (70-190-126-19)

Pileus: 4-17(-20) cm broad, initilly hemispherical, later
convex with a slightly involute margin, pulvinate at maturity.
Surface cuticule dry inely tomentose when young,ater felty or
P

byaline, thin-valled. Caulocystidia: 2560 x 5.0-12
cylindrical, lageniform or clavate. Pileipellis: a tichoderm
consisting of interwoven, cylindrical, septate hyphae, 4.0-10
um wide, finely incrusted; terminal elements 5.0-12 um wide,
clavate. Stipitipellis: fertile with caulobasidioles, caulocystidia
and sporulating caulobasidia; cutis type with the wansition
o trichoderm, with cylindrical 3-8 ym wide hyphae. Clamp
connections: absent in al issuzs.

stcky dinty

ry
hitish, ch hitish grey,

when bruised. Tubes: 10-15 mm long at maturty, adnate to
sightly emarginate, bright yellow at fst, later pale yellow and
fnally with olive or ochre shadas, bluing when injured. Pores:
small (up to 1 mm wide), rounded when young, later more
angular, concolorous with tubes, bluing at firt then gradually
fading brown. Spore print: pale brownish olve Stipe: 5-12(-
15) X 1.5-5(-6) m, ventricose when young later mostly clavate
(often with a strongly enlarged base) or cyiindrical.in the upper - Ediibility
1/3 0 172 lemon yellow to yellow, mostly carmine o pinkish
red inthe lower half (rarey lengtiwise), redcish tones tending
‘spontaneously to fade in age until they disappear; covered  for this taste are calopins and cyclocalopins (Hellwig et al
with a wellpronovnced whitish o pale yellow reticulum, often 2002
becoming red in the lower part. Basal mycelium: whiish to
slighty greyish yellowish or olive-yellow: Ecology
yellowish to whitish in the pileus and upper part of the stipe

b

‘amyloid with Melzer's reagent (Assyov 2024)

or reddish brown at the base, turning pale blue throughout  (November), mainly in pedemontane and montane coniferous,
on exposure. Odor: mild, slightly mushroomy, but often with  mixed, and more rarely also pure eciduous forests. It forms
vinegar or vinyl glue-like component. Taste: distinct, more o ECM. with Picea abies, Pin i, A

lessbitter Fagus sylvatica. Munoz (2005) and Galli (2013) reported this

species in association with Castanea satva. It is less abundant
Spores: 11.0-15.0(-16.0) X (4.0-)4.5-5.5(-6.0) um, Q=22-3.4, 10 rare at lower elevations. It prefers nutrient-poor and acidic
elipsoid to ellipsoid-fusiform, smooth, with distinct suprahilar  soil (Mikstk 2017b; Noordeloos et al. 2018).
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Myxomyc fes'of the

This informal and charming little book details
the author’s finds of slime moulds over many
years, mainly from the Forest of Dean,

Gloucestershire. The 98 species treated are
illustrated with numerous excellent photos, both
in the field and under the microscope, including
the seldom illustrated immature states, so often
met with in the field.

Descriptions are in the form of notes, with
discussion on difficult or unusual features. A
user-friendly Introduction covers "'What are Slime
Moulds?', Ecology of Slime Moulds, Collection
and Identification, and Classification. The Index
of Species usefully includes synonyms and
current names according to https:/nomen.
eumycetozoa.com.

Note that this is far from a conventional guide
to British Myxomycetes. It only covers species
the author has personally studied. It is
essentially a worked up version of his admirably
detailed collection notes. Self-published (help
from Geoffrey Kibby is acknowledged), this book
enables these notes to reach the wider readership
they surely deserve.

This is not a stand-alone identification book:
the book contains no keys to species. However,
priced at £29.95 it provides a very useful addition
to the library of anyone interested in slime
moulds and their identification.

Dinah Griffin
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